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Darlington Community School's
Parents' Guide to Sixth Grade

Traits Exhibited by Many Ten-to Twelve- Year Olds

All children develop differently but you may notice the following traits as your child attends Fourth,
Fifth or Sixth Grade.

--Want to be together in groups and teams

--Have the patience to work toward short-term goals

--Form cliques and friendships with own sex and age group

--Seek status through excellence in skills and knowledge of grown-up things

--Are fairly competitive in team and individual activities

--Have a growing concern with their physical size and appearance

--Like to make, do and collect things

--Boys and girls can work and socialize in programs where they share planning responsibilities
--Enjoy being mischievous and daring

This year your child will learn to:

Art

--Use materials purposefully and safely

--Understand color, texture, shape, balance, mood, and line as elements of art

--Understand and apply mathematical principles to art (proportion, scale, geometry, pattern, repetition,
measurement)

--Express self through art media

--Reflect on works of art in the world today and in history

Language Arts/Reading

--Use oral and written language to convey a message appropriate to a situation
--Listen when others are speaking

--Contribute ideas to discussions

--Analyze text to identify character, plot, setting, conflict

--Make predictions about a variety of stories

--Read books for information and enjoyment

--Read a variety of books (biography, non-fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, etc.)
--Write informational reports

--Write complete sentences and paragraphs

--Write stories, personal thoughts, letters, poetry or reactions to reading
--Summarize fiction and non-fiction after reading

--Apply the uses of punctuation

--Apply knowledge of parts of speech, subject-verb agreement, and verb tense
--Recognize that words may have different meanings and uses

--Present an oral report

--Understand the importance of word choice in conveying a message and relating to an audience
--Develop note-taking skills

--Spell high frequency words correctly

--Read the newspaper

--Use writing process to plan and create an inventor report

--Increase written and spoken vocabulary

--Use keyboarding skills

--Use computers to organize and communicate information

Mathematics

--Use problem solving strategies
--Estimate to recognize answers which make sense

--Understand properties of numbers to allow more ways to solve problems (commutative, distributive,
associative)

--Understand place value

--Explain answers orally and in writing

--Read and understand statistical data

--Make graphs and tables

--Use statistical measure of mean, mode, median, range

--Use symbols to stand for numbers
--Understand prime and composite numbers
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